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Patricia True Payne (Pat)
relocated back home to
New Jersey after several
years of living and working
in Massachusetts.  Patricia
is a descendant of Friday
Truehart who was among
the first African American
settlers to reside in the
Sourland Mountain Re-
gion, after gaining his free-
dom in 1819.

Friday and Juda, his wife,
raised three sons, Isaac,
Aaron, and Moses.  Pat de-
scends from Moses and his
wife, Liza, who also made
their home on Sourland

Mountain. Spencer True (Pat’s great-grandfather and one of
the family members who shortened their last name to True)
and his second wife, Corinda, were instrumental in donating
the land where the historic register-listed Mt. Zion AME
Church presently stands. The church shut its doors in 2005
and now houses exhibits for the Stoutsburg Sourland African
American Museum (SSAAM), and is being lovingly restored by
SSAAM. Because of her strong family ties to the region and to
the mission of SSAAM, we thought it only fitting for Pat to be
the subject of SSAAM’s first Newsletter & Annual Report. Pat
generously donated $100,000 to SSAAM upon returning back
to the area.

Describe what the farm was like when you visited
your grandparents as a child.

My grandmother was Mae Matilda and my grandfather was
Scudder True. I didn’t realize we were country folks.  We didn’t
have central heating or running water.  We had a pump in the
front yard and there was a big pear tree.  In the kitchen we had
a pump and after a heavy rain, big old worms!  There was a big
coal stove in the living room that heated the living room and
upstairs.  The coal stove in the kitchen heated the kitchen.  It
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was a big deal when we got a propane tank, which we used with
a modern stove, but my grandmother preferred to cook in that
cast iron stove.  My brothers would shovel the coal from the
coal pile and bring it upstairs! But having those stoves in the
kitchen and living room - that was just normal! I remember the
three of us kids -  my two brothers, Jerry and Bill and I - with
no bathroom, no running water. But we learned! 

The other part about Skillman was having that wonderful five
acres of property and those huge gardens.  The only photo I
have of my grandfather shows him as being very straight

Patricia True Payne 

Continued on page 6
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SSAAM BOARD AND STAFF MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
As we navigate through this “new normal” of
working and meeting remotely, and all the dif-
ficulties of COVID 19, we move forward with our
restoration work on the Stoutsburg Sourland
African American Museum (SSAAM) building.

We look forward to working with Mills &
Schnoering Architects to develop plans, along
with the Sourland Conservancy, for our future
Education and Exhibit Center on the property
situated next door to SSAAM.

In 2020, SSAAM developed a strategic plan, under the guidance of con-
sulting services provided by Pat Bohse of Bohse & Associates, LLC. This
plan is the guiding force behind our committee work, programs and proj-
ects.

I am personally thankful for the tireless work of our staff and our SSAAM
Board members, and I am sincerely grateful for our partnership with the
Sourland Conservancy, our many faithful volunteers, and all of our loyal
donors who help to make all of our goals and plans come to fruition.  
Stay tuned for updates and ways you can be a part of our future plans
and visions by signing up for our eNewsletter at www.ssaamuseum.org,
and feel free to contact us at info@ssaamuseum.org. 

Sincerely,
John B. Buck

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
Greetings! On behalf of the Stoutsburg Sour-
land African American Museum, I am delighted
to welcome you to our first Newsletter and An-
nual Report. The story of SSAAM’s growth into
a sustainable, fiscally sound, impactful organi-
zation is an exciting one – and it is one that
would not exist without the donors, volunteers,
businesses, foundations, organizations,
grantors, and government entities who make it
possible for us to achieve our mission to tell the
story of the unique culture, experiences, and
contributions of the African American community of the Sourland Moun-
tain Region. 
The purpose of this publication is twofold. In these pages, you will find
information about our organization and its programs and progress. We
also wish to acknowledge, with deep gratitude, all of those who have
made it possible for us to come this far and to dream big about our fu-
ture.
In these challenging times, we have an opportunity to work together to-
ward justice, equity, and freedom for all. We hope you will continue your
involvement with SSAAM as a volunteer, donor, or as an ambassador
helping to spread the word about our mission. Up-to-date news about all
of SSAAM’s work can be found at www.ssaamuseum.org, Facebook, Twit-
ter, YouTube, and Instagram.
We also invite you to stay informed about our partner organization, the
Sourland Conservancy, www.sourland.org, with whom we share a vision
of environmental and social justice. Our plans to create a Sourland Edu-
cation & Exhibit Center can be found at

https://www.ssaamuseum.org/sourland-center.
I sincerely hope you enjoy the first issue of our newsletter, Giving Voice!
With gratitude,
Caroline Katmann

John B. Buck
SSAAM Board President

Caroline Katmann
Executive Director

SSAAM Trustees, Advisory Board Members and Staff

Stoutsburg Sourland
African American Museum
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The Mt. Zion AME church
was built on Hollow Road in
Skillman in 1899, as its con-
gregants relocated from
their homes and their origi-
nal house of worship at the
top of Sourland Mountain. 
A peach blight had destroyed
the extensive orchards on
which their local economy
depended.  
Parishioners Corinda and
Spencer True donated the
land on which the new
church was built, and it went
on to serve the African
American community for

over one hundred years.  The last church service at Mt.
Zion AME was held in 2005. 
By 2011, the unused building had fallen into disrepair,
and the Sourland Planning Council (now the Sourland
Conservatory) conducted a special fundraising drive in
order to repair and paint the exterior of the church.  The
Montgomery Township Landmarks Commission pro-
vided a grant to pay for the materials needed for the proj-
ect.  This work stabilized the building until 2016 when

Bruce Daniels
Board Vice President

Buildings & Grounds Chairman

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS REPORT
By Bruce Daniels, SSAAM Vice President, Buildings & Grounds Committee Chairman

the idea of the Stoutsburg Sourland African American
Museum (SSAAM) started to become a reality.
In 2016 SSAAM received a Somerset County Historic
Preservation Grant of $67,688. for mission and vision
planning, an architectural analysis of the building (done
by Historic Building Architects of Trenton), and for the
preparation of applications for the State and National
Registers of Historic Places (Hunter Research, Inc. of
Trenton).

Board member and archaeologist, Ian Burrow, hard at work during the replace-
ment of the main beam and restoration of the floor at Mt. Zion AME Church.

Continued on page 5

The Annual Gospel Bunch is
one of the Stoutsburg Sour-
land African American Mu-
seum’s signature events.  It is
a time when we gather to-
gether as a community and
celebrate African American
culture through food and
worship-music.  It is a time
when we break bread, share
stories, inspire, and con-
spire.  The pandemic has
been fraught with all sorts of
challenges. Deciding to move
ahead with a virtual format
for an event that has always been about sharing space
and energy, was not an easy choice to make.  As a Board,
we are of the collective opinion that it was the right
choice.
Offering an escape and even a touch of what we create
with the Gospel Brunch every year was a gift to us all.
Families watched it together, often multiple times
throughout the day. Although we could not share the
room, the music still brought us together just as it always

Catherine Fulmer-Hogan
Board Member

2020 Virtual Gospel Music Concert
By Catherine Fulmer Hogan, SSAAM Board Member

Keith Spencer, Baritone. 

Continued on page 5
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On Saturday December 12, 2020, seven professional
archaeologists and 32 volunteers made history at the
Mount Zion AME Church.  This was the very first ar-
chaeological investigation at the site, and was a joint
project of SSAAM and the Archaeological Society of
New Jersey.
Archaeology is one of the tools we can use in our search
for the stories, history and culture of African Ameri-
cans in the Sourland Region. The last few decades have
seen the development of a distinct sub-discipline of the
archaeology of African Americans and of the great
African enslavement “diaspora” of the 16th through the
19th centuries.  The lives of people of African descent,
both enslaved and free, are often “invisible” in the his-
torical (that is the written) record.  Using archaeology to study
the places where they lived, the things they used, and the
things they valued, we can learn more about them in a different
way.  SSAAM is now part of that wider research.
One of the questions that people often ask about archaeology
is, “How do you know where to dig?” It’s a great conversation
starter.  Here at SSAAM, we are developing plans for the next
phase of the restoration of the 1899 building.  These plans in-
clude the construction of a wheelchair-friendly ramp at the
back of the church, and a small extension to accommodate new
heating and cooling systems.

Of course, things like these need foundations, and foundations
require digging into the ground.  So, SSAAM teamed up with
the Archaeological Society of New Jersey to do pre-emptive ar-
chaeology to recover what might lie beneath the ground before
construction starts next year.
We used the method called “shovel-testing.”  This involves dig-

Dr. Ian Burrow inspects an artifact at the
Mt. Zion AME archeology dig.

History Going Underground at SSAAM!
By Ian Burrow, Ph.D., SSAAM Board Member, Registered Professional Archaeologist

Volunteers sift through the
soil at the Dig.

Teamwork makes the work more fun!

ging circular holes about one-foot in diameter down to about
2.5 feet into the soil.  This is done very carefully, placing all the
excavated material in mesh screens in order to recover any ar-
tifacts. Two of our volunteers used small metal detectors to
scan the dirt piles to see if anything had been missed, and this
technique recovered several additional small metal items. Ar-
tifacts from each of the different layers or strata of soil are kept
separate, because knowing where they came from, their “con-
text”, is a crucial part of the analytical process.  The depth of
2.5 feet is determined by two things: one is the fact that, gen-
erally speaking, if we are going to find artifacts they will be
from the top two feet or so.  The second, practical, reason is
that it gets very difficult to dig a hole more than 2.5 deep with
just a shovel!

We completed 12 of these tests in the area of the new ramp and
extension: enough to give us a good idea of what lies beneath
the grass here.  We found that there were generally four or five
distinct soil horizons in all the tests.  These are all basically
natural strata and from to bottom, and are termed A1, A2, B1,
B2 and C. They get progressively yellower and more clayey the
deeper you dig.  Most of the artifacts came from the top two
strata.

So what did we find?  We recovered about 250 artifacts dating
from the late 1800’s and 1900’s.  These have not yet been
cleaned and identified, but include such things as window
glass, nails and bricks, plain white ceramics, coal and even an
iron padlock.  What we did not find was any indication of ac-
tivity on the site before the construction of the church in 1899,
or any American-Indian artifacts.  Both of these things were a
possibility, so we were on the lookout for evidence of that kind.

What happens now?  The artifacts will be cleaned up, identi-
fied and cataloged, and will become part of the SSAAM collec-
tion.  When construction starts we will be on hand to recover
any other artifacts which may be encountered. The technical
details of the work will be presented in a written illustrated re-
port, copies of which will be sent to local historical organiza-
tions, libraries, municipalities, and to New Jersey Historic
Preservation agencies. 

Many thanks to all our volunteers, and to the professional ar-
chaeologists who donated their time and skills to help us learn
more about our past!
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From 2016 to the present, we have been working with
Wells Tree & Landscape of Princeton to remove dead
trees and invasive species from the property.  This work
included the removal of a large Oak whose branches were
lying on the roof of Mt. Zion and whose roots were dam-
aging the foundation of the building.  Several days of
work have been contributed pro bono by Wells.
In 2018, SSAAM received a Matching Grant for Historic
Preservation in the amount of $15,000 from the NJ His-
toric Trust/1772 Foundation for the replacement of the
termite-damaged center beam of the building, as well as
for some foundation and siding restoration work.  This
project was carried out under the supervision of architect
Maximilian Hayden of Hopewell during 2019.
Also in 2019, Alex Semple of In Situ Restoration in
Hopewell, removed and restored the original pews of the
church.  Part of this restoration project was done pro bono
by Alex and the remainder was paid for through SSAAM’s
“Take a Seat” program.
In 2019 SSAAM received another Historic Preservation
Grant from Somerset County.  This grant of $326,461.
was for the complete restoration of Mt Zion, covering
everything from a new roof to heating & air conditioning,
windows, doors, lighting, and accessibility.   M+Sa (Mills
& Schnoering Architects, LLC, of Princeton) was hired
by SSAAM to create plans for this restoration project,
and to bid and supervise the work.  Their plans have been
approved by the Montgomery Township Landmarks
Commission and by the New Jersey State Historic
Preservation Office.  We are now going out to bid to sev-
eral local historic building contractors.  The target for
completion of this restoration project is late autumn of
this year.

Continued from page 3

Buildings & Grounds Report In 2020, SSAAM received a $50,000.00 Preserve New
Jersey Historic Preservation Grant from the NJ Historic
Trust.  This grant will help fund a Master Plan for the de-
velopment, in collaboration with SSAAM’s partner, the
Sourland Conservancy, of the Mt. Zion Church and ad-
jacent Sourland Center properties.  
This is an exciting project that will provide educational
and exhibition space, as we tell the story of the African
American community on Sourland Mountain, and work
towards the promotion of social and environmental eq-
uity and justice.  M+Sa will be working on this plan dur-
ing 2021.  The project will include offices for both
SSAAM and the Sourland Conservancy, exhibition and
education space, and a nature center.  Starting later this
year, we will begin a capital campaign in support of the
development of this property.

•  191 Hollow Road (Lot 3 / 1.25 acres) -
was put into preservation by Georgia Whidden and
was purchased by SSAAM and Sourland Conser-
vancy in common on July 29, 2019.  This is the
property that is the primary subject of the previously
mentioned master plan.  Unfortunately, the farm-
house on the property was not salvageable except
for its foundation.  Dendrochronology showed that
the beams for the original structure had been cut in
the winter of 1829/1830.
We hope to be able to reuse the foundation, either
to build upon or as a sunken garden.

•189 Hollow Road -
MT Zion and the Triangle (Lot 4.01 - 0.21 acres and
Lot 3.01 - 0.31 acres) were purchased from the AME
in September of 2020.  These lots will both be incor-
porated into the master plan.

•  211 Hollow Road (Lot 2 - 0.23 acres) –
We remain in contact with the owner of this small
property to our north, which has ties to the historic
African American community on Sourland Moun-
tain.

has. Baritone, Keith Spencer was brilliant.  Not only did
he share through the gift of song, but he also used it as a
platform to educate the community about Negro Spiri-
tuals and their historical significance. This, coupled with
the history lessons provided by SSAAM Trustee,
Jonathon Lloyd, about Gospel Music’s connection to
today’s Contemporary Music, and SSAAM Trustee,
Catherine Fulmer-Hogan, about gospel music’s connec-
tion to social justice and the Civil Rights Movement, was
what the community has come to expect of SSAAM.
We hope that you enjoyed the program as much as we
did, and we look forward to the day when we can gather
with you again.

Continued from page 3

2020 Virtual
Gospel Music Concert

~ UPDATE on Property Purchases: ~
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backed, just a tall formal person –the quintessential “butler.”
Before they came down to Hollow Road, they worked at
Moore’s Farm where the peach orchards were - or perhaps it
was the Wyckoff Farm? I’m not sure, but it was wherever the
peaches were.

Do you remember the other Black families who wor-
shipped at Mt. Zion?  Did they come from other towns
or were they primarily from the Black community liv-
ing on the mountain?

From my memory, there were the Harrisons next door—some
of the Harrisons went to Hopewell Baptist and others went to
Mt. Zion; the Grover family up on Hollow Road; the Robinsons
on Camp Meeting Avenue; the Jones family on Camp Meeting
Avenue. We can’t forget the Hughes family – definitely Miss
Pearl Hughes! 

In the 1950s, the whole of Camp Meeting Avenue, from the in-
tersection of Hollow Road to the Railroad tracks - where the
post office used to be - were all Black families, all the way down
to the little bridge. Now, all the Black families are gone except
for a couple of houses.

Continued from page 1

INTERVIEW WITH
PATRICIA TRUE PAYNE

PLATINUM MEMBERSHIP ($5000 and above)
Patricia Payne 
Ellen & Schuyler Morehouse /
George G. & Elizabeth G.Smith Foundation, Inc.

County of Somerset Historic Preservation Office
David McAlpin / McAlpin Fund of the Princeton Area
Community Foundation

Sourland Conservancy
New Jersey Council for the Humanities
Mary Hyson
Adam Tucker /  Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Bunbury Fund of PACF
Ned Fletcher & Lynne Croucher
Bruce Daniels
Mara Connolly & Pete Taft / The Conolly Taft Family
Charitable Fund of the PACF

Carol Carlson
Paul Kinney & Lisa Wolff
Louise & Cliff Wilson / Currey Wilson Family Fund at Fidelity Charitable 
Deborah Hobler
Nicholas Borrelli
Anne Wright Wilson

GOLD MEMBERSHIP ($2500-$4999)
Patricia Shanley & Christopher Barr
Margaret Martonosi and Kevin Burkman
Scott Pannepacker & Heidi Wilenius
Christine & Timothy Stives
Joanna & Clem Fiori
Richard Scheetz
Paul & Tracy Carluccio
Joyce & Stephen Chen Shueh
Montgomery Township PBA
Joan Hicks
Marissa Bunting
William Martin

Do you remember a man that lived across the street on
the hill, a White man who donated a piece of property
that we called the point?  I believe he was German?

My grandmother worked for a local German family - a doctor
- they used to take her to New Hampshire in the summer.  She
had all these German recipes and at Christmas she would make
all these cookies.  She and my Aunt Edie, between Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas, all they would do is bake, bake, bake!
Chocolate chip, some kind of strudel, Ram’s Horns which was
a sugar cookie with walnuts!  The amount of butter and sugar
was sinful!  Her raised yeast rolls were rolled in the palm of
her hand.  

So, here’s our last question: What does it mean to you
to come back to the “homeland” and your relation-
ship with the Stoutsburg Sourland African American
Museum?
The entire reason for coming back to New Jersey was to work
with the two of you, Elaine and Beverly.  About three years ago,
you invited me to a program about African American history
in the region at Grounds For Sculpture. I enjoyed living in
Cambridge, but there comes a time when you have to decide
where you want to stay for the long term.  In addition to want-
ing to be supportive, I knew I could make a contribution in any
way you wanted me to. It allowed me to physically and emo-
tionally commit to family again.

FOUNDING MEMBERS

SILVER MEMBERSHIP ($1000-$2499)
Jennifer Bryson
NJ Conservation Foundation
Lloyd Tucker, Jr.
Sheila Fields
James and Judy Finne
Marylou Ferrara
Dandelion Wishes
Network For Good
Carleen Baily
Tracy Vogler & Michael Ruger / Charities Aid Foundation
of America Cyber Grants

John & Elaine Buck
Alex Semple
Clair Ransom &  Roger Thorpe
Caroline Katmann
Martha Sword / Grant from Cedar Grove Fund of the PACF
Henry and Mary Reath
Betty Ruger
Christine Newman & Eileen Bruns
Connie Sayen Ban
Sally Van Merkensteijin
Edwin Blew
Douglas Dixon
Robyn Covington-Charles
Helen Sanford
Bruce & Diane Gataroska
Floyd Saums
Terri Riendeau & Shelley Krause
Randi & Herb Hobler
Anonymous

BRONZE MEMBERSHIP ($250-$999)
George Renwick
Edwin Lloyd
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Suzen Witcher
Gerald & Sheila Berkelhammer
Bernard McMullen & Samuel Stephens
Lori & Daniel Saporito
Ian and Catherine Burrow
Betty Nevius
Amy Pearlmutter & Jim Andrews
Sandra Ogg
Hopewell Valley Race & Diversity
Amanda Blount
Georgia Whiddon & Keith Wheelock
Margaret Ullman
Thomas Kilbourne
Patricia Meyers
Sharon McKnight
Devra Keenan
Anthony & Glorianne Robbi
Jane Buttars & Daniel A. Harris
Kent & Ann Kilbourne
Robert N. Ridolfi
George Theodoridis & Janet Stern
Signal Metrics LLC
Stephanie and Jim Heidere
Steven Friedman
Anne Little DeVaughn
Cindy & Charles Clark
Lee Rosati
Barbara & Eugene Gaffney
Roger Hardesty
John B. and Karen G. Howe
Julia Crislip
Lynn M. Kaiser
Jamie and John Sapoch
Kate McGuire
Amie & Ron Rukenstein
Louise and Mike Aucott
Jeanne Tee
Judy Peters
Catherine Fulmer-Hogan
Barbara and Christopher Pauley
Henry and Dora Berry
Carol G. and Phil Carlson
Karen Lovett
Amy Mayer
Jonathan & Khara Barker
Mahlon and Heather Lovett
Thomas Klein
Douglas & Linda Robbins
William Bradford Fay
Beverly Mills
Kate O'Neill
Kim Nagy
Janet Baxendale
Andrea Bonette
Adrienne Rodewald
Leslie Potter
Bristol Myers Squibb
Friday Truehart Consultants
Marvin Mandelbaum
David & Catherine Hepburn
Bruce and Linda Meier
James & Judy Bergman
Ramona Hillier-O'Hara
Victoria Grant
William Sivitz
Lear & Pannepacker, L.L.P.
Alix Bacon
Kirk Geter
John & Kathleen Winant
Rachel Tiven
Robert & Christina Cassaday
Helen Kelleher
Charities Aid Foundation of America

MUSEUM SUPPORTER ($100-$249)
Jacquee & Stef Jackson
Sticks and Stones Shop, LLC
Caroline Wylie
Lee C. and Melinda W. Varian
Dawn Platz
Susan Ruckman
Sarah Roberts & Lawrence Koplik
Courtney Peters-Manning
Donna Tully
Craig & Richele Lieboff
Anita Williams Galiano
Barbara and Thomas Reeder
Bonita Grant
Lynn Lewis
Thomas and Karen Green
Ed Groth
Elizabeth Westergaard & Thomas Kilbourne
Jennifer Del Medico
Clark G. Travers
Daniella Cotton
Eric White
Jenifer & John Burghardt
Jody Hill
Elizabeth & Jack Davis
Julia Steinberg
Christine O'Brien & Paul Anzano
Ian Livingston
Nancy Hays
Jessica Hunsdon
Cynthia & Andrew Assini
Norman & Bertha Morgan
Heather Ciociola
John F. McCullagh
Divya Cherian
Nancy Hobler
Michael Diggs
Virginia France
Joseph Klett
Suzanne Parsons
Rosetta Treece
Church Lady Aprons
Ella Furlong
Karen Clark
Susan Davis
Hopewell Valley Arts Council
Beth Geter
Barbara Fishman
Jonathan & Mary Baum
Mark & Kathryn Peters
Thomas & Karen Ogren
Christopher Pierson
Annette Colbertaldo
Rachel Pierce
Glenn and Laurie Cleveland
Karen Van Morter
Julia and Jeff Mechanic
Barbara Ambrose
Tom Charles
Martha Banks
Susan Lacy
Kristina Hadinger
Betty & James Long
Peter & Joyce Moock
Anne & Gery Juleff
Marylou Schwenkler
Meredith Reiss
Alice Crozier
Wenonah Brooks
Karen Gaffney
Jim Powers & Erica Johanson
Randolph Hobler & Alexa Smith
Diane P. Monteleone

Laura Smelas & Timothy Jackson
Madeline Brooks
Carol & Charles McCollough
Judy & Oye Olukotun
Renee Richardson
Leota Granger Terry
Buddy Losavio &

Lynn DeClemente Losavio
Andrea Loftin
Katja Lewis
Charles & Demis Ashton
Tom & Diane Seessel
Karen & Kimberly Crowell
David and Georgella Anderson
Katherine V. Dresdner, Esq.
Anne Baber
Tom Smeland
Kathy Clark
Joanne Hornberger
Carlana Sargent
Phyllis Johnson
Renee Lansley
Bruce Harrison & Angela Witcher
Carol Lyons
David Brooks
Ella Hullfish
Kate Wood
Matthew Kelly
Michele Hickey
Robert Schuler
Roy & Bonnie Stills
Whitney Wetherill
Denise Cavalier
Bryan & Kimberly Galatro
Eric & Mary Hendrickson
Landis Eaton
Patricia Potter
Anthony I. Parisi
Ayanna McKay
Caroleen Scholet
Elaine L. F. Zeltner
Erik V. & Bridget O. Koch
Gail Cahill
Hannah Wasserman
John Watson
Kristina Clark
Mary O'Malley
Rachel Etz
Charles & Sara Burkman
Yolanda Lawas
Brenda Goeke
Michele Byers
Jonathan Lloyd
Michael & Beverly Mills
Katherine Holmes
Robert Meola
Arthur Brooks
Maisie Rovello
Jill Giordano Farmer
Holly Low
Mary Beth Lewis
Bonita Craft Grant
Kathleen Haynie
Thomas Heyman
Feminist Majority Foundation
David Saadah & Gretchen Hall
Nicole Laws
Susan Danser & Robert Warznak
Zenta Tsuchihashi
Elizabeth Serkin
Tucker Brown
Susan Frank
Patricia Vail
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STOUTSBURG SOURLAND AFRICAN
AMERICAN MUSEUM
P.O. Box 162
Hopewell, NJ 08525

LOCATION:
189 Hollow Road
Skillman, NJ 08558

Grantors: 2019 - Present
Thank you to the following Grantors, whose generous support for SSAAM

has made it possible for us to achieve our mission.

New Jersey Conservation Foundation –
The Mt. Zion AME Church interpretive sign is being funded in part with a Franklin Parker Conservation Excellence Grant given
by New Jersey Conservation Foundation.

New Jersey Council for the Humanities –
SSAAM’s COVID 19 Response Grant grant from the New Jersey Council for the Humanities, with funding from the National En-
dowment for the Humanities (NEH) and the federal CARES Act, enabled us to continue to provide educational programming
during the social distancing necessitated by the COVID-19 pandemic.

New Jersey Historic Trust –
Our Preserve NJ Historic Preservation Grant from the NJ Historic Trust will fund the creatiion of a Site Master Plan for our joint
venture with the Sourland Conservancy: Sourland Education & Exhibition Center.

The Bunbury Fund at PACF -
Our capacity building grant award for Resource Evaluation & Planning Grant enabled SSAAM to complete a strategic planning
process and organizational evaluation.

Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission –
SSAAM’s Historic Preservation Grant from Somerset County is funding restoration work of our historic register-listed Mt. Zion
AME Church on Hollow Road, in Skillman. 

Somerset County’s County Historic Preservation Program –
SSAAM received this CHPP grant for general operating expenses in 2020 - Made possible with funds from the Somerset County
Cultural & Heritage Commission, a partner of the New Jersey Historical Commission.

Photo Credit: Catherine Fulmer-Hogan


